4-H'ers making a difference: Baldwin brothers donate 10,000 books They love books and want others to enjoy them too -- especially kids who've never had a book of their very own. Suisun Valley 4-H Club members Kyle Baldwin and his brother Brady, launched a 4-H program, "My Own Book," in early 2006 to donate books to underprivileged youngsters in Solano County schools. On May 19, Kyle, now 17, and Brady, now 15, gave away their 10,000th donated book, this time to the Bransford Elementary School in Fairfield, which was also the first school to receive their gifts. "This is so good for us," said Bransford Elementary School principal Justine Turner as she looked over the more than 400 books the boys delivered that day. Said Sally Baldwin, the boys' mother: "They don't just give away books; they read and act out the books to share their love of reading. Then, they talk about the public library and show off their library cards. Next, they let the children pick out a brand new book of their very own and then the teens add a bookplate to each book with the child's name on it." The boys, who maintain a Web site (www.myownbook.net), receive donations from individuals, booksellers and some grant support. Their 16-year-old friends Gerry and Javier Mendez, natives of Peru and fluent in Spanish, have helped with the project since June 2006. Kyle, the 2008 Solano County 4-H All-Star Ambassador, is also on the California 4-H State Foundation. Brady serves as the Solano County 4-H Leaders' Council youth representative and is a member of the Solano Cluster Leadership Team. For more information, contact Kyle and Brady at (707) 864-4046, kyleandbrady@myownbook.net . Tip by Kathy Keatley Garvey, (530) 754-6894, kegarvey@ucdavis.edu.
