Baldwin brothers project receive national recognition

Student-led service project recognized by magazine
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In the 1960s, Martin Luther King Jr. led the Civil Rights Movement for racial equality.  Before that, Gandhi served as a political and spiritual leader for India and its independence movement.  Unbeknownst to many, there is a great rights movement occurring right now--one that has its origins in Armijo High School, and one that has just made its mark across the nation.


That movement revolves around spreading the love of reading to kids across the nation.  Founded by Kyle Baldwin (’08) and younger brother Brady Baldwin (’10), My Own Book is a nonprofit organization created in the summer of 2006 to increase literacy and the contagious love of reading by giving free books to unprivileged children.  By mid-August, they had given nearly 12,000 books to unfortunate kids!  Only two years from its inception, the Baldwin’s organization has risen to national fame, with My Own Book chapters in New York, New Jersey, and other states.  


The organization has its roots in the Baldwins’ discovery that literacy is a significant problem.  The brothers were shocked to find that some kids have no books at home or and many have never read a book.  This discovery, combined with their immense love for reading, unrelenting altruism for the community, and remarkable creativity, spawned the My Own Book program.  


To acquire books, the brothers contacted book publishers, bookstores, local businesses, libraries, and a diverse collection of individuals, asking for donations in books and money.  They have also had several community book drives over the last two years.  Moreover, they collaborated with other literacy organizations to help further their collective cause.  The Baldwins have sometimes even used their own money to fund the program.  “Even though we have to use our money, our money is for a very good cause,” they said.  


The brothers have read and donated books to several local schools, including Fairview Elementary.  Upon receiving the books, the kids, many of whom have never owned their own books, ecstatically ask, “Can I keep this?” or “Can I bring this home?” After receiving their books, the kids often raise their newly acquired items up in the air like trophies or prizes they have just earned.  


With all the contributions the Baldwins have made for My Own Book, they have been recognized immensely.  For their efforts, the Baldwins have received numerous accolades, from local to national levels.  One such scholarship they received was the Dale Earnhardt Legend Leadership Award, which provides a $7000 grant.  


The Baldwins may not be as renowned as great leaders like Martin Luther King Jr. or Gandhi, but their goals are just as significant, and their passion just as genuine.  To learn more about the Baldwins’ program go to their website www.myownbook.net.

