What: My Own Book Fall Reading Extravaganza
When: Saturday, Sept. 27.
Info: Time and location of the readings vary. Check out http://www.myownbook.net/home.html for the latest updates.
Capitol reading project
Baldwin brothers ignite nationwide literacy effort
By Joe Giovannetti
DAILY REPUBLIC
FAIRFIELD — An entire nation now separates Kyle and Brady Baldwin, but the brothers aren't about to let a three-hour time difference stop them from promoting the importance of literacy through My Own Book.
My Own Book, a program that gives away books to underprivileged children, started as a 4-H project by Kyle Baldwin and became a continuing effort to promote literacy when Kyle recruited his brother to help.
In May, My Own Book gave away its 10,000th book and, as of publication, the number has climbed to more than 12,000.
"I'm shocked at how much it has grown," 18-year-old Kyle said of My Own Book. "We've had an incredible amount of success, thanks to everyone in various communities supporting us."
On Sept. 27, the Baldwins will attempt to pull off their most auspicious project yet. Children in the capitals of 12 states will participate in the My Own Book Fall Reading Extravaganza. Volunteers will be reading to children in Sacramento, Carson City, Nev., Salt Lake City, Denver, Topeka, Kan., Jefferson City, Mo., Springfield, Ill., Indianapolis, Columbus, Ohio, Hartford, Conn., Harrisburg, Pa., and Providence, R.I.
It was a natural choice to put Rhode Island and California as the states on the end of the reading chain as one Baldwin brother resides in each state. Kyle just started his freshman year at Bryant University in Rhode Island and 15-year-old Brady is a junior at Armijo High School in Fairfield.
"We wanted to put on an event that would be a symbol for Kyle's move to Rhode Island," Brady said.
The Baldwins said the geographic distance between them hasn't affected their work on the project because they are both always a phone call away. The only difference is that Brady now handles all of the in-person appearances in Fairfield while Kyle handles all e-mail and teleconference requests.
"I don't think anything will change that much," Kyle said. "In fact, it's an opportunity to expand now that we are on opposite sides of the country."
Added Brady: "It's important that we continue to work together and stick together. We came up with the idea together and we want to continue it."
Reach Joe Giovannetti at 427-6935 or jgio@dailyrepublic.net.
